
Update on the GRR  
Dam Relicencing Issue
Overview

The Friends of Green River Reser-
voir is an organization commit-
ted to preserving the Green River 
Reservoir and to protecting and 

enhancing its ecological habitat.  These goals 
are fundamental to our mission.  

As our members are aware, the FGRR 
Board is monitoring Morrisville’s Water and 
Light’s (MWL) Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission Green River Reservoir Dam 
re-licensing process, a complex legal process 
involving multiple parties that began in 
2010 and is now before the Vermont Envi-
ronmental Court (EC), Absent a settlement 
among all parties and subsequent approval 
by the Environmental Court, a trial focusing 
on unresolved issues is scheduled to begin 
in early 2018.  The Board has committed 
significant human and financial resources to 
review and respond to EC filings and court 
processes  

 In November 2016 in order to be an 
intervenor and stay abreast of develop-
ments, the Board hired Anthony Iarrapino, 
Esq. of Montpelier to represent us before 
the EC and our intervention request was 
approved. Thus, the Friends can now par-
ticipate in all legal EC appeal processes, in-
cluding receiving all court correspondence, 
participating in Discovery, filing motions, 
presenting witnesses and expert testimony, 
cross examination of witness, and participa-
tion in potential settlement negotiations.

The Board has not predetermined its 
position on specific contentious issues raised 
by appealing parties, but will be actively par-
ticipating in the review of required support-
ing evidence. Consistent with our mission, 
our goal will be to support reasonable 
and sustainable practices that support the 
continued existence of the dam and advance 
reservoir preservation and ecological habitat 
protection and enhancement. We will keep 

updating information on our FGRR website  
http://www.fgrrvt.org/.   

Latest Update 4/6/2017 

In the Vermont Environmental Court 
litigation of Morrisville  Water & Light’s 
(MWL) Water Quality Certification, which 
applies to the Green River Reservoir as well 
as other MWL facilities, three parties have 
filed motions that seek to eliminate certain 
issues from the case and/or obtain a final 
ruling on issues from the Court without the 
need for trial. These motions would yield 
a ruling from the Court that would then 
open the way for an appeal to the Vermont 
Supreme Court. To summarize the mo-
tions, let’s start with the Agency of Natural 
Resources (ANR).

ANR argues that the Court has lim-
ited jurisdiction relating to water quality 
standards and that certain questions are 
beyond the scope of ANR’s review. If this 
motion is successful, it would eliminate a 
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Friends of Green River  
Reservoir Annual Meeting 
of Membership

Thursday, July 6, 2017 • 6:30 pm  
Butternut Mountain Farm 
37 Industrial Park Drive, Morrisville

Join the FGRR Board for a potluck sup-
per (bring a dish to share and your own 
plate & utensils), good conversation, a 
chance to hear the latest on the GRR 
Dam situation, major accomplishments 
this past year, and a brief business meet-
ing to elect/reelect Board members.

The meeting will feature a presenta-
tion on the Reservoir, with Ron Kelley’s 
outstanding slides, narrated by Eric 
Nuse and Ron.

http://www.fgrrvt.org/
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 Court- ordered decommissioning of the 
Green River Reservoir Dam.

On another issue, another par-
ty, American Whitewater (AW) has 
raised the question of whether ANR’s 
response to MWL’s application was 
unlawfully delayed, thus triggering a 
Clean Water Act provision that waives 
ANR’s right to require any changes 
to the Green River Reservoir Dam. 
ANR argues that the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC), not 
the  Environmental Division, has the 
authority to rule on this. ANR also 
points to correspondence between 
MWL and ANR staff to support the 
position that ANR did in fact meet the 
deadline to act on MWL’s application.

Both ANR and Vermont Natural 
Resources Council (VNRC) / Trout 
Unlimited (TU) have moved to 
dismiss MWL’s argument that ANR 

should consider economic and social 
factors in their considerations.

AW, in their questions to the 
Court, sought to protect whitewater 
boating downstream of the dam as an 
existing use. VNRC/TU claims that 
the water quality standards do not pro-
tect a particular type of boating use. 

ANR filed a brief supporting VNRC/
TU’s motion, adding weight to the 
argument because the Court typically 
defers to ANR’s interpretations of its 
own regulations.

A ruling from the Court on these 
issues is not expected until later this 
spring at the earliest.

Dam Relicensing cont’d from page 1
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Reservoir Story Goes on the Road

Renewed interest in the reservoir led to requests for presentations this 
spring. Board members Eric Nuse and Ron Kelley gave two talks titled 
Green River Reservoir: A Special Place for Exploring Nature — one spon-

sored by the Johnson Conservation Commission in Johnson and one sponsored 
by the Friends of Lanpher Library in Hyde Park. They utilized Ron’s Audubon 
quality slides and Eric’s knowledge of the dam relicensing controversy. The 
presentations were well-received and will be repeated at our annual membership 
meeting on July 6. If other groups or organizations are interested in having the 
presentation contact Ron at ronald.kelley76@gmail.com.

Ron also reminds members to bring their cameras when visiting the reservoir 
and submit their nature photographs to iNaturalist.org.

mailto:ronald.kelley76%40gmail.com?subject=
http://iNaturalist.org
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Forest Tent Caterpillars Expected to be Abundant
BY  RONALD KELLE Y

If you were on the reservoir last 
summer and looked to the east 
toward the top of Umbrella Hill, 
you may have noticed that the 

trees up there looked a bit thin.  That 
is because they were being defoliated 
by the forest tent caterpillar.  This is 
a native pest that feeds on hardwood 
trees, especially sugar maple, and 
occurs at outbreak population levels 
about every 10-20 years.   Last year 
was the first year of heavy defolia-
tion in Vermont since 2006.  Over 
24,000 acres of defoliation was aerially 
mapped last year by the Department 
of Forests, parks and Recreation.  Most 
of this was in northern Vermont and 
survey predictions are for more defo-
liation in 2017.  Outbreaks tend to 
last for several consecutive years before 
collapsing due to a buildup of parasites 
and defoliation in the Green River 
Reservoir State Park area is likely to be 
more noticeable in 2017.  Therefore, 
you may see some of the caterpillars if 
visiting the park when they are active.  

They should not be confused with the 
eastern tent caterpillar which makes 
the familiar webs in the crotches of 
cherries and apples.  Eastern tent is a 
related species that has a white stripe 
down its back, while forest tent cat-
erpillars have white keyhole markings 
instead and do not make a web.

You may also be visited by a 
“friendly fly” and if so, that would be 
good news because this is the  primary 
parasite of the forest tent caterpil-
lar pupal stage and is the one most 
responsible for natural control of this 
pest.  The friendly fly is about the size 
of the cluster fly that often invades 
houses during fall and early winter and 
is so-called because it likes to land on 
the exposed skin of humans.  It does 
not bite but can be annoying once 
large numbers of these appear.  They 
are not likely to be abundant the sec-
ond year of defoliation.  But if you are 
one of those who like to sunbath by 
the reservoir, you could be a target!

Forest tent caterpillar larvae

Friendly fly

Emerald Ash Borer

Asian Longhorned Beetle 
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Firewood at GRRSP

All visitors are strongly discouraged from bringing their own firewood 
into the GRRSP. The issue is huge as invasive species are making their 
way north and the threat to the forests in and around the GRRSP 

is significant. Visitors who bring their own firewood must know that the 
firewood “rule” is that the wood shall have been harvested on lands within the 
State of Vermont.

The State is offering locally, sustainably harvested firewood for sale at the 
Park for the 2017 operating season. Last season, the GRRSP sold nearly seven 
cords of firewood to visitors. This season, approximately eight cords of kiln 
dried firewood will be available for sale.

To store and protect firewood, wood shavings for the composting and 
moldering toilets, hand tools, a work bench and other storage needs, a main-
tenance/wood shed has been designed and is currently being proposed for 
construction this season. It will be located just downhill and adjacent to the 
existing visitor contact station.
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Guess Who’s (Not) Coming to Dinner?  
Critter Control at your Campsite

BY  SHE ILA  GOS S

Ah, the joys of camping on 
the Green River Reservoir! 
The amazing campsites 
 offer a chance to experi-

ence nature in a peaceful and relaxing 
way, enjoying the special wilderness 
experience the state park offers.  How 
great it is to set up camp, and head out 
for a few hours of paddling, explor-
ing the reservoir. After a meal by the 
campfire, you tuck yourself into your 
tent for a chance to fall asleep to the 
sounds of the owls hooting and loons 
calling…. only to wake up to find 
that Yogi Bear or Rocky Raccoon has 
visited during the night. Your food?  
Gone...consumed by some of the an-
imals that frequent the reservoir, and 
who cannot resist the smell of s’mores 
and peanut butter (and any other 
goodies you may have brought).

Unfortunately, this is not an 
uncommon occurrence at any camp-
ground, and certainly GRRSP campers 
have experienced this critter invasion. 
When we go camping, we are entering 
the domain of the animals It is our 

responsibility to take steps to protect 
our food supplies from animals that 
are just acting instinctively.  By safely 
storing our food supplies, we are also 
protecting the animals. An animal 
that becomes habituated to obtaining 
food from human encampments will 
become a nuisance animal…and a 
nuisance animal faces a deadly future.

There are various ways to protect 
your food supplies and keep animals 
such as squirrels, raccoons, skunks, 
chipmunks, and bears away from your 
site. These techniques should be used 
whenever you leave your campsite. 
Some animals are active during the 
day, and will help themselves to any 
goodies you leave out for them!

Keep a clean campsite! Do not 
leave food scraps in the fire pit, clean 
your dishes after use, and store your 

edibles securely. Remember that 
a dog’s food bowl (even empty) 
can attract critters.

Do not store or prepare any 
food in your tent!  If you have 
a cooler, be aware that some 
animals can get into coolers, 
but they do offer some deterrent 
value.  Animals can also get into 
backpacks, dry bags, grocery 
bags, and cardboard boxes.

Hang your food in a bag 
10-15 feet above the ground, 
utilizing a tree branch at least 
100 feet from your campsite.  
It can be challenging to find a 
suitable branch, so it is suggested 

that you search while it is still daylight. 
Have a long length of line, weighted 
on one end (water bottles and carabin-
ers work), and toss it over the branch 
(being sure to hold on to the other 
end!). It may take a few frustrating 

attempts (another reason to compete 
this chore early in your stay), but you 
can then haul a bag of your food stuffs 
up to height, trying to keep the bag at 
least 3-5 feet away from the tree trunk, 
as you secure the ground end to an 
anchor (tree, stump, root). This will 
increase the odds that your breakfast 
goodies will be there in the morning.

Be sure that your trash bag is 
hauled up and away from your site, 
too!

Consider utilizing rodent resistant 
wire mesh food storage bags (such as 
GrubPack or OutSak). It is still a good 
idea to hang these bags away from 
your site.

Portable bear canisters will fit 
nicely into a canoe or kayak, and even 
if bears are not active near your site, 
the canisters provide protection from 
rodents and small mammals. They 
can be hung (we use a mesh bag to 
hang ours), but can also be left on the 
ground at a distance away from your 
site.

Enjoy your stay at Green River 
Reservoir! It is a wonderful wilderness 
experience to be part of nature and to 
safely observe the animals that reside 
in the park. By following the above 
suggestions, your camping trip can 
leave you with only positive memories, 
and leave the resident animals safe in 
their natural habitat.

For more information see:
https://www.greenmountainclub.org/
be-bear-aware/
https://lnt.org/blog/respect-wildlife-
food-storage-and-easy-steps-hanging-
bear-bag
https://www.rei.com/learn/expert-ad-
vice/food-handling-storage.html
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https://www.greenmountainclub.org/be-bear-aware/
https://www.greenmountainclub.org/be-bear-aware/
https://lnt.org/blog/respect-wildlife-food-storage-and-easy-steps-hanging-bear-bag
https://lnt.org/blog/respect-wildlife-food-storage-and-easy-steps-hanging-bear-bag
https://lnt.org/blog/respect-wildlife-food-storage-and-easy-steps-hanging-bear-bag
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JIM ANDREWS ON HERPS

Searching for the Frogs, Toads, Turtles,  
Salamanders and Snakes of Lamoille County
Friday, October 13, 2017 • 7 pm  
Green Mountain Technology and  
Career Center at Lamoille Union High  
School/Middle School, Hyde Park   

Using slides and stories, Jim Andrews will 
discuss the natural history, identification, and 
conservation of the reptiles and amphibians 

that have been found (and those that should be found) 
in Lamoille County.  He hopes to encourage residents 
to find, photograph, and report the species that have 
not been documented from our area. He will tell us 
about the Vermont Reptile and Amphibian project 

(which he heads) and about where these fascinating 
creatures live, what they eat, how they find mates and 
how they survive winters. 

Jim is a great speaker, and has been called 
 Vermont’s number one Snake Man and an amphib-
ian evangelist for his work in locating and protect-
ing the herps of Vermont.  Don’t miss this exciting 
 program! Free and open to the public. 

For more information see:

The Vermont Reptile and Amphibian Atlas 

http://vtherpatlas.org

https://www.facebook.com/VTHerpAtlas

Friends of Green River Reservoir Annual Lecture

http://vtherpatlas.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VTHerpAtlas/
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Update on Green River Reservoir State Park
MILFO RD C U S H M AN

Susan Bulmer (Northeast Parks 
Regional Manager) and Nick 
Caputo (Northeast Parks 
Regional Operations Manag-

er) from the Vermont Department of 
Forest Parks & Recreation came to the 
FGRR February Board meeting to dis-
cuss a summary of the GRRSP 2016 
Operating Season and their goals and 
plans for the 2017 Operating Season.

2016 Visitor Attendance and Park 
Population Management Plan

During the 2016 Operating Season, 
GRRSP experienced more day visi-
tors (4,824) and campsite attendance 
(7,912) than in any previous season. 
The camping attendance is predomi-
nately Vermont resident based at 6,537 
visitors. There were 12,736 recorded 
visitors this past season.

While the increased attendance 
created wonderful experiences for vis-
itors, the natural resources of the park 
were put under unusual stresses. The 
ranger staff correspondingly took on 
the challenges and opportunities of the 
integrated dual roles of management 
and education. 

When the Green River Reservoir 
became a State Park one of the goals 
was to create a management tool 
that offered a method to control the 
maximum number of visitors at any 
one time. Ultimately, the size of the 
parking lots, meaning the number of 
Town of Hyde Park permitted parking 
spaces, became this tool. This summer 
as in past seasons, when the Park’s 
parking spaces were full to capacity, 
the park staff would not allow new 
visitors to enter until exiting visitors 
had left an open parking space. 

So, due to the mostly fine weath-
er this past summer, there were days 
when the parking lot was full. This 

also meant the waters of the GRR, the 
day use sites, the overnight campsites 
and the overflow campsites were full a 
greater percentage of the season. This 
generated much needed revenue for 
Park operations with GRRSP operat-
ing with a positive cash flow. 

Campsite Reservations for 2017

Before early May 2017 and after 
mid-October 2017 campsite reserva-
tions can be made at the State Call 
Center 888.409.7579. Then, during 
the camping season from May 15, 
2017 until mid-October, please call 
GRRSP directly at 802.888.1349 to 
make your reservations. According to 
the Susan Bulmer, weekends tend to 
fill first.

Ranger Staffing

This season we look forward to one 
returning senior staff attendant, Ross, 
who will be the Manager. When vis-
iting the Park this year, please intro-
duce yourself as a FGRR member and 
welcome Ross back to our Park.

Management of the  
Zach Woods Pond Area

Again this season, the DFP&R will be 
mindfully monitoring visitor activity 
at the Zach Woods Pond area. Camp-
ing will be only allowed at the desig-
nated sites. Educational and informa-
tional materials will be posted at the 
kiosk. Rangers will patrol and monitor 
activity on a daily basis with the goal 
of greeting and educating visitors.

Installation of Bear and  
Raccoon Food Proof Boxes

Bears have been present in the Park 
in recent years, and are attracted by 
unsecured food. After discussion with 
Susan Bulmer about the importance of 

keeping this from growing into a prob-
lem, the FGRR Board voted to put 
$5,000 as a match for state funds in 
purchasing and installing heavy metal 
bear proof food lockers. Susan writes 
“With your $5000 donation towards 
food lockers we are in the procurement 
process for purchasing seven bear re-
sistant lockers (also raccoon resistant) 
for seven sites. We are working on an 
installation method as these lockers are 
primarily used in more developed areas 
and the specs refer to bolting them 
into concrete pads, which we do not 
want to do at GRRSP. They are also 
on the heavy side: 360 lbs. or so. We 
are planning for the region’s VYCC 
Park Restoration Crew to assist with 
getting the lockers out to the sites and 
installed.”

FGRR Items for Sale at  
the Contact Station

FGRR hats and tee shirts will be 
available for sale at the Park Contact 
Station. Cash, local checks and Pay Pal 
will be accepted as methods of pay-
ment.

Remember to Renew 
Your Membership!

Memberships run on an annual 
basis – thanks to the members 
who have already renewed for 

2017! You can renew at any time 
on the FGRR website   

http://www.fgrrvt.org  and save 
the time and stamps for sending 

snail mail notices.

http://www.fgrrvt.org/
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GRRRSP Selected as 2016 Park of the Year
FROM THE  VERM ONT  DE PAR TM ENT  OF  F ORESTS, PA RKS  A ND RECREAT ION 

Green River Reservoir State 
Park was selected as the 
Vermont Northeast Park 
Region’s Park of the Year 

for 2016. This is a team award for 
all park staff. For 2016, the park was 
under the leadership of Ross Bryant, 
Park Manager and Kevin Gallagher, 
Assistant Park Manager. The rest of the 
park staff team included Sally Cole, 
Matthew Carroll, Ethan Page, and 
Eric Zawadski, and Jim Zeno, Parks 
Maintenance Technician.

The purpose of the Park of the Year 
program is to acknowledge exemplary 
accomplishments of the parks field 
staff, as well as for the enhancement 
of public service – to make the parks a 
better, more enjoyable place to recre-
ate.

The emphasize is on group accom-
plishment (e.g., operation of the park) 
rather than individual skills – rein-
forcing the importance of working as 

a team to reach the goal of exemplary 
park management. There are specific 
criteria for which each park is rated, 
and a selection is made at the end of 
the year by the regional management 
team. The criteria include hospitality; 
staff relations, appearance, safety; facil-
ity care; tool and equipment care; and 
record keeping and reporting.

Green River Reservoir State Park 
staff met and exceeded the expecta-
tions during the 2016 park season 
from mid-May to mid-October. 
Specifically, staff provided a park 
environment that was open and very 
welcoming by displaying outstanding 
hospitality to all park visitors and 
potential park visitors. Staff tactfully 
handled conflicts while reinforcing 
rules and regulations and educating 
park users about the unique character-
istics of Green River Reservoir.

There were two special incidents 
over the summer with transient and 

homeless campers. Staff went well “be-
yond the normal call of duty” in han-
dling these situations with outstanding 
decision making and professionalism. 

The park staff also functioned 
as an outstanding team throughout 
the season by maintaining amiable, 
courteous, and respectful working 
relationships among themselves and 
with maintenance staff, concession-
aires, contractors and others who were 
working in the park. The park staff 
worked hard on maintaining clean and 
safe facilities for all visitors. And, the 
park staff was very accurate in their 
record keeping and accounting. 

It is always difficult to select one 
Park of the Year for the region, but in 
this case, there was not a better deserv-
ing park staff team than Green River 
Reservoir State Park for 2016! The last 
time Green River Reservoir was select-
ed for Park of the Year was in 2001.
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Sheila Goss – New FGRR Board Member

Sheila Goss is retired from long careers in law enforcement and education, 
having worked primarily in Lamoille County.  She lives in Stowe with her 
husband Duncan, and their two lab mutts, known as the Vermont Paddle 

Pups! Their children Corinne and Connor have left the nest, so Sheila and Dun-
can are out daily, paddling, hiking, or bicycling between May to November, and 
snowshoeing, skijoring, and kicksledding in the winter months.

Sheila paddles nearly 100 days per season, and though she goes canoe camp-
ing all over northern New England, the Adirondacks, and Quebec, she considers 
Green River Reservoir a very special place. She is a member of the Catamount 
Trail Association, Green Mountain Club, and is a board member for Friends of 
Waterbury Reservoir.  She has volunteered with the National Safe Boating Coun-
cil to encourage PFD use, and has also given presentations at the New England 
Paddle Sports show on the topic of safe paddling with dogs. She is an aspiring 
wildlife photographer and a very amateur birder, who appreciates the chance 
to get out on the Green River Reservoir for sunrise loon watching.

Sheila was appointed to the Board last fall, and will be proposed for a three-
year term at the Annual Meeting. She has been active during her few months 
on the Board – she and her husband have scanned the entire 20 year of FGRR 
newsletters, which will soon be available on our website! She also is taking over 
managing membership renewals. Thanks for joining the Board – we appreciate 
your energy and talents!

F G R R  N E W S

FGRR Memberships

2015 2016
Lamoille 84 112

Chittenden 38 83
Washington 44 62
Other* 75 106

* Other VT Counties, Other States, and Canada
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