
Green River Reservoir FERC Re-Licensing  

The Friends of Green River is monitoring the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(FERC) re-licensing of Morrisville Water and Light (MWL) hydro facilities closely. As 

affirmed in our mission statement, the Friends are dedicated to protecting the wilder-

ness-like character and wildlife habitat of Green River Reservoir State Park while pre-

serving its heritage and histor-

ical uses for future genera-

tions. Board members Milford 

Cushman and Eric Nuse have 

met with representatives of 

MWL and the Agency of Nat-

ural Resources (ANR) to 

gather facts and voice our 

position.  

Currently MWL is negotiating 

for more flexibility to draw 

down the reservoir level so 

they can generate more elec-

tricity and reduce erosion of the dam face. The State is seeking greater restrictions on 

lake level fluctuations for environmental reasons including loon nesting requirements.  

Balancing the economic and practical needs of MWL and the Federal Clean Water Act 

requirements for FERC re-licensing is proving to be a challenge. The Friends intend to 

stay involved and will be a strong advocate for the preservation of Green River Reser-

voir. 
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The 2016 FGRR Annual Membership Meeting 

All members please join us on Thursday, July 28th, for the Annual Meeting 

At Butternut Mountain Farms, 37 Industrial Park Drive, Morrisville, VT 

6:30 - Potluck supper: If you are able, please bring a dish to share and your own plate & utensils 

7:30 - FGRR Annual Meeting: Update on the past year, election of board members, and other business 

Come and meet fellow FGRR members and share in planning for the coming year! 
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SPRING 2016 
NEWSLETTER 

The  original construction of the dam at Green River Reservoir took place 

from 1946 to 1947. 

New FGRR Website Live! 

Members can now renew their 

membership on-line on the 

Support FGRR page.  We 

thank you sincerely for your 

support. 

https://secure.squarespace.com/commerce/donate?donatePageId=54ff9f18e4b0b5d916e9be07
http://www.fgrrvt.org/get-involved/
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How Bears, Loons, and Moose Survive the Winter by Eric Nuse 

What happens to the animals around 

Green River Reservoir when the snow 

piles up, the lake freezes over and the 

cold winds blow?  

Humans put up their canoes, head for the 

house, stoke up the woodstove and break 

out the hot chocolate. Three of the iconic 

animals of Green River have evolved dif-

ferent ways to make it through the long 

northern winters.  

I’ve been fortunate to observe several 

hibernating black bears over the years. 

Bears are not true hibernators, as their 

body temperature does not fall much be-

low normal, but their respiration and met-

abolic rates do fall. Because their body tem-

perature is maintained, they can be roused 

fairly easily. The female I visited in her den lifted her head, 

and like a radar dish, her ear followed my movement in 

the snow. She had two cubs that were squealing, fighting 

and nursing loudly. When I saw them in February they 

looked like small Labrador retriever pups. Her den was 
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under the root ball of a spruce blow-

down on a bed of boughs. On the east 

side of Umbrella Hill, just east of the 

reservoir, I found a big male bear hiber-

nating in a hollow stump of a big yellow 

birch tree. Another bear had denned in a 

softwood thicket near the dike area. 

In order to make it through the winter 

without eating or drinking, bears go on a 

binge, eating amazing amounts of food. If 

you’ve ever been in a wild orchard in the 

fall, you may have slipped on piles of 

what looks like regurgitated apples. 

These are bear droppings. Bears run 

food through their system so fast that 

you can still see the chunks of apple. All 

of this fall food--including beech nuts, 

acorns, soft mast, plus anything else that is 

remotely edible--is turned into fat that sustains the bear 

over the winter months.  

An open winter like this year is not necessarily good for 

bear. Warm weather, low snow amounts and wet condi-
(Continued on page 5) 

Mary Holland - writer, photographer, naturalist, author of award-winning 

book Naturally Curious and of the wonderful daily blog https://

naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com - will bring her program, 

photographs, and extensive natural history collection when she comes to 

speak at the FGRR Annual Lecture Series.  

Mary will have copies of Naturally Curious as well as her children’s books on 

hand for signing and selling. 

The event will be held on Friday, October 14th, at 7PM at Lamoille Union 

High School in Hyde Park. 

Save the date and plan to come for this rare treat! The program is free and 

open to the public as FGRR’s annual offering to the community. 

FGRR Annual Lecture - Mary Holland with Naturally Curious  

Signs of wildlife: An Amercian Beech tree 

with scars from claws of a bear. 

https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com
https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com
https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com/
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2016 GRRSP Facilities Update by Milford Cushman 

At the FGRR March 3, 2016 board meeting, Susan 

Bulmer and Nick Caputo from the VT Department of 

Forest, Parks & Recreation, presented their annual sum-

mary of the 2015 GRRSP operating season and their goals 

and plans for the 2016 operating season. 

2015 Visitor Attendance and Park Population 

Management Plan 

During the 2015 operating season, GRRSP experienced 

more day visitors (5,039) and campsite attendance 

(7,679) than in any previous season. The camping attend-

ance is predominately Vermont resident based at 6,512 

visitors.  

While the increased attendance created wonderful expe-

riences for visitors, the natural resources of the park 

were put under unusual stresses. The ranger staff corre-

spondingly took on the challenges and opportunities of 

the integrated dual roles of management and education.  

When the Green River Reservoir (GRR) became a state 

park, one of the goals was to create a management tool 

that offered a method to control the number of visitors. 

Ultimately, the size of the parking lots, meaning the num-

ber of Town of Hyde Park permitted parking spaces, be-

came this tool. This summer, as in past seasons, when the 

parks’ parking spaces were full to capacity, the park staff 

would not allow new visitors to enter until exiting visi-

tors had left an open parking space.  

Due to the mostly fine weather last summer, there were 

days when the parking lot was full. This also meant the 

waters of the GRR, the day use sites, the overnight 

campsites and the overflow campsites were full a greater 

percentage of the season. This generated much needed 

revenue for park operations, with GRRSP operating with 

a positive cash flow.  

Campsite Reservations for 2016 

Before early May 2016 and after mid-October 2016, 

campsite reservations can be made at the State Call Cen-

ter 888-409-7579. During the camping season from early 

May until mid-October, please call GRRSP directly at 802-

888-1349 to make your reservations. According to Susan 

Bulmer the weekends tend to fill first. 

Ranger Staffing 

This season we look forward to two returning senior 

staff attendants, Ross, who will be the manager, and Kev-

in, who will be the assistant manager. When visiting the 

park this year, please introduce yourself as a FGRR mem-

ber and welcome Ross and Kevin back to our park. 
(Continued on page 6) 

2016 Spring Newsletter 

Becoming the Darwin of  Green River Reservoir by Ron Kelley 

Calling all members and 

park visitors who enjoy 

exploring nature, espe-

cially those with cameras 

or smartphones. You can 

contribute to a better 

understanding of what 

natural species occur 

within Green River Reservoir State Park and help pro-

mote further exploration. Your subject can be a flower, a 

bird, a tree, an animal, an insect or any other living organ-

ism.  Just note its location, try to identify it and, if possi-

ble, take a close-up pic-

ture of it. Then when 

you get web access, sign 

up with iNaturalist.org. 

Under “Projects” search 

for “Biodiversity of 

Green River Reservoir 

State Park”, click on 

“Join this project” just 

above the banner, and enter your observations.  Clicking 

on “Help” and then “Getting Started” will show you how 

to enter data.  If you don’t know the identity of your sub-

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/biodiversity-of-green-river-reservoir-state-park


2016 Membership Report - Where Do Our Members Reside?  
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Two New Board Members Join FGRR  

As one might expect, Lamoille 

County has the most members but 

Chittenden is a close second.   The 

three municipalities with the most 

members are Hyde Park, Morrisville 

and Burlington.  There is a scattering 

of members from outside Vermont.   

Massachusetts has the most out-of-

state members but there are also 

members from 10 other states, plus 

the province of Quebec. 

Lisa Dimondstein  

Lisa has been camping 

and paddling on the 

Green River Reservoir 

since the 70s and loves 

the peace of being in her 

kayak surrounded by the 

early morning mist and 

the loons calling.  

Lisa’s passion for being in the natural world extends to 

her fine art photography and her love of being in the 

mountains. Some of her hiking explorations have taken 

her to: finish the 4,000 footers in N.H., the Tour Du Mt 

Blanc, a week on the Pacific Crest Trail as well as many 

other adventures. She has also has traveled extensively, 

sometimes as a medical volunteer in Tanzania, training 

local nurses and doctors.  

Lisa lives in Hyde Park, close to the GRR with her partner 

Mary and their furry companions.    

She recently has cut back her hours as a nurse practition-

er and is happy to join the board to give back to this 

amazing group of volunteers who have helped preserve 

and continue to be the stewards of this amazing treasure 

in Vermont.  

Tom Kastner 

Tom’s paddling career began in 

1964 in the Pine Barrens of New 

Jersey. Since then, he has canoed 

in almost every state on the east 

coast of the US and on all the ma-

jor rivers in Vermont. When he 

bought his first house in Vermont 

in 1983, he also bought a used canoe. He knew paddling 

would help him unwind between projects on his “fixer-

upper”. That’s when he discovered the Green River Res-

ervoir and has been a regular visitor in all seasons ever 

since. 

After a 25-year career as a land surveyor, he switched 

professions and led guided hikes for 26 years in 12 states 

and 8 countries. Nowadays, he stays closer to home in 

Stowe with his wife Charlotte and practices carpentry. 

Besides visiting grandkids in Georgia and Colorado, Tom 

and Charlotte hike, bike, paddle, snowshoe, ski and bird, 

mostly in northern Vermont. Once a week, you can find 

him playing music with friends. As a way of giving back, 

Tom has served on several non-profit boards, done vol-

unteer work for the Green Mountain Club, Lost Nation 

Theater and others. He has also set up and organized re-

cycling programs at several festivals and communities. 
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cont. How Bears, Loons, and Moose Survive the Winter  

tions rouse bears, causing their metabolism to go up and 

thus burn more fat. This winter I had reports of bear 

tracks every month. Fortunately last fall was a big year for 

beechnuts and apples, so the bears went into the dens in 

excellent shape.  

Our bears are shy animals and you are lucky to see one in 

the wild. Look for torn apart logs where they were feed-

ing on insects, scarred beech trees where they have 

climbed up to get nuts, and flattened berry patches. 

The loons of Green River have a different strategy. They 

get out of Dodge before winter howls in. The adults leave 

first, heading to open water on nearby bigger lakes and 

then on to the coast of Maine or as far south as Chesa-

peake Bay. In late October, just before ice-up, the young 

of the year leave and generally head to the coast. With no 

adults to teach them the way, they have to survive on in-

stinct alone. A sudden cold snap or an early winter can 

catch the birds in a patch of open water that is too small 

for them to take off. Be-

cause they are such heavy 

birds and have legs far to the 

rear of their center of gravi-

ty, loons need a long runway 

to get airborne. This winter 

a group of birds got trapped 

in a small unfrozen hole on 

Lake Champlain. Fortunately, 

the Vermont Center for 

Ecostudies’ intrepid loon 

biologist, Eric Hanson, was 

able to lead a team of folks 

and rescued most of the 

doomed birds. 

As soon as the ice begins to 

melt, adult males show up to claim their territories and 

defend them from other males. Green River has two nest-

ing pairs that usually produce chicks, a second pair that has 

been successful one of the past two years, and a third pair 

that has been attempting to nest but has not yet been suc-

cessful. Spring break up is a wonderful time to paddle the 

reservoir and listen to and observe the territorial fights, 

but keep your distance: this is serious business for the 

loons. 

The moose of Green River stick out the winter. Their 

large size, thick hollow hair and long legs make them per-

fectly adapted to cold snowy winters.  Moose are brows-

ers, meaning they eat twigs and buds from hardwood 

whips and branches and strip bark from saplings. The 

hump on their shoulder allows them to easily step over 

blow-downs and get through deep snow.  

The biggest threat to our moose is not the cold but 

warmer weather. Moose at the Reservoir are near the 

southern end of their range, and with the warmer temper-

atures a cascade of problems are affecting their survival. 

Warm autumns inhibit their feeding, thus reducing fat pro-

duction. Early spring snow melt allows adult winter ticks 

to fall on open ground which increases egg survival and 

leads to greater tick loads re-infecting the moose in the 

fall. Studies in New Hamp-

shire and Maine indicate that 

reproduction of moose has 

fallen to as low as 6 surviv-

ing calves per 100 calves 

born at the end of one year. 

Winter ticks can literally 

suck a yearling moose dry. 

The open winter we had this 

year may be good news for 

deer and turkey, but it is not 

good for moose. Look for 

moose in late spring and 

early summer at the north 

end of the Reservoir and 

beaver flowages, where they 

feed on submerged plants and lily pads. Later they head up 

higher to get away from the bugs and feed in clear-cuts 

and young hardwood patches. 

Eric Nuse is on the board of the Friends of Green River, a re-

tired game warden and naturalist living in Johnson, VT. 

The Common Loon in its Maine wintering grounds snacking on a crab.              

Photo courtesy of Bob Malbon 
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cont. 2016 GRRSP Facilities Update  

Friends of Green River Reservoir, Inc. 

Red Worm Moldering Campsite Toilets 

During the 2014 operating season, red worm moldering 

toilets were installed at the group campsite and at the 

overflow campsite. Currently all primary and secondary 

sites have these amazing biological “machines” converting 

humanure into compost. 

The composting toilets get recharged every spring with 

red worms that do the job of breaking down solid human 

waste, humanure, (and solid dog waste when placed into 

the toilet) into compost. Each toilet has two sides so the 

seat can be moved to allow the piles of waste to have a 

chance to compost. Park attendants report that while all 

of the moldering toilets perform much better with the 

addition of wood shavings after each use, some of the 

toilets, notably at the group sites, will require the use of 

additional wood shavings to keep the piles aerated and 

compostable by the red worms. This season will see an 

increased educational effort by the staff to inform visitors 

of the proper use of the toilets. 

Trail Head Composting Clivus Multrum Toilets 

and Award Winning Privies  

New in the 2013 operating season, were two Clivus Mul-

cont. Becoming the Darwin of  Green River Reservoir  

ject, check off the “ID Please!” box and other citizen natu-

ralists will try to identify it for you. Check back in a few 

days to see if it has been identified. For those of you with 

young children, this is a great way to introduce them to 

nature. You can even download an iNaturalist app for 

your smartphone.  When entering observations from the 

app, the date will be added automatically. “Where” will 

also be automatic, depending on your privacy settings.  

One can enter just an observation, but all identifications 

have to contain a picture and be confirmed by others to 

become research grade.  Observations for this project 

will also show up on the map for iNaturalistVermont, a 

broader project covering the entire state that is part of 

the Vermont Center for Ecostudies’ Atlas of Life. It start-

ed with a simple question of how many species occur in 

Vermont. iNaturalist Vermont now has over 400 mem-

bers and over 75,000 contributions, including several new 

species. It is part of the larger iNaturalist group that is 

collecting similar information all over the world. 

This project is sponsored by Friends of Green River Res-

ervoir in collaboration with the Vermont Department of 

Forests, Parks and Recreation.  As an incentive to get in-

volved, one of our large totebags or merchandise of simi-

lar value will be offered to the person with the most spe-

cies observed in any one calendar year. 

The park has a broad range of natural habitats to explore, 

from the kettle ponds and intermediate fen in the Zack 

Woods section to the wide variety of forest types along 

the shores of the reservoir and the swamps, marshes and 

bogs at its north end. So go forth and explore. Who 

knows? You might even discover a new species! 

trum trail head composting units with Kelley Osgood’s (of 

Cushman Design Group) award winning privy enclosures 

located near the lower and ADA parking areas. For 2016, 

the park staff will instruct users on how to add wood 

shavings to add bulk to the composting pile. Visitors 

should expect to observe further landscaping and natural-

izing of the areas immediately adjacent to the privies. 

Kiosk Interpretive Signage 

The beautiful, colorful and informative kiosk signage was 

installed last season! As we have been reporting, former 

summer park attendant and former FGRR board member 

Danielle Owczarski, chaired the FGRR education commit-

tee, which took on the task of proposing and designing 

educational and interpretive displays, signs, and handouts 

for the informational kiosk. Along with Sally Laughlin and 

Emma Marvin, Danielle has overseen the graphic design 

and fabrication process. This spring, watch for animal 

footprints and fur patches to be installed at the kiosk. 

GRRSP Signage 

Forest Legacy and The Nature Conservancy signs are 

planned for 2016 installation at GRRSP as well as Forest 

(Continued on page 7) 
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cont. 2015 GRRSP Facilities Update  

Legacy and Trust for Public Land signs at the Zack 

Woods Pond location. 

Firewood at GRRSP 

All visitors are strongly discouraged from bringing their 

own firewood into the GRRSP. The issue is invasive spe-

cies making their way north and the threat to the forests 

in and around the GRRSP is significant. Wood coming 

into the park shall have been harvested on lands within 

the State of Vermont. 

The State is offering locally, sustainably harvested fire-

wood for sale at the Park for the 2016 operating season. 

Last season, the GRRSP sold 6.8 cords of firewood to 

visitors. This season, 8 cords of kiln dried firewood will 

be available for sale. 

A maintenance shed, to be located near the contact sta-

tion, is on Milford’s drawing board for 2017 construction. 

The shed will house and protect the firewood, wood 

shavings for the compost and moldering toilets, hand 

tools, a work bench and other storage needs.  

2016 Green River Reservoir State Park Map 

For the 2014 season, the FGRR in collaboration with Nick 

Caputo of the VT Department of Forests, Parks & Recre-

ation (FPR) redesigned and published a new GRRSP map 

that includes the recent Zack Woods Pond area acquisi-

tion. Also, the map of the park reflects management 

changes to the occupant loading of campsites, changes to 

the rules and regulations of the park and changes to edu-

cational information. This season’s map reflects the cor-

rection of a few typo and factual errors. 

The map is printed on lightweight paper and is designed 

to fit standard paper sizing to minimize the costs of print-

ing. At the same time the FGRR and the FPR recognize 

that the special qualities of the GRRSP deserve a special 

map. As with past editions, the FGRR picked up the tab 

for the design of the map and the FPR is paying for the 

printing.  

Meeting Accessibility Goals for Persons with     

Disabilities 

With increased national and statewide awareness of the 

physical accessibility needs of park visitors with disabili-

ties, we are renewing our collaboration with the FPR to 

design, permit and construct a dock and convert two ex-

isting campsites.  

Canoe and Kayak Rack 

Constructed two years ago, the GRRSP canoe and kayak 

rack located at the foot of the ADA water accessible trail 

has weathered and camouflaged into the woods. 

Contact Station Update 

The FPR has requested design assistance for a lockable 

cover for the generator, which is used to boost power if 

the photovoltaic panels have been insufficient in recharg-

ing the batteries. Batteries are the only source of power 

at the contact station as there is no grid power there. 

Management of the Zack Woods Pond Area 

Again this season, the FPR will be mindfully monitoring 

visitor activity at the Zack Woods Pond area. Camping 

will be allowed only at the designated sites. Educational 

and informational materials will be posted at the kiosk. 

Rangers will patrol and monitor activity on a daily basis 

with the goal of greeting and educating visitors. 

Securing the East Gate 

Up until the fall of 2014, there were significant numbers of 

persons driving trucks and ATV’s, who were making end 

runs around the metal gate that crosses the old logging 

access road to the very southwest bay of the GRR. Mil-

ford and John Medose had monitored this area for several 

years. Several loads of large boulders were strategically 

placed to eliminate this illegal vehicular traffic. Since there 

is a small parking lot there, it is accepted that visitors on 

foot could make their way to the day use site located in 

the southeast bay. Signage and ranger patrols will seek to 

enforce the day use fee regulation.  

FGRR Items for Sale at the Contact Station 

FGRR hats and tee shirts will be available for sale at the 

park contact station. Cash, local checks and PayPal will be 

accepted as methods of payment. 



Visit us on the web: www.FGRRVT.org 

Join us on Facebook by typing Friends of Green River Reservoir  

in the search box of your Facebook page.  
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MISSION 

We are dedicated to protecting the wilderness-like character and wildlife habitat of 
Green River Reservoir State Park while preserving its heritage and historical uses for 
future generations. 

VISION STATEMENT 

Green River Reservoir State Park (GRRSP) will continue to offer a unique wilderness–
like recreational experience. 

Friends of Green River Reservoir will accomplish this by providing: 

Educational information regarding how GRRSP is understood and experienced, 
through publications and interpretive materials, including information on: 

“Leave No Trace,” which includes minimizing the gathering of wood for 
campfires 

The flora and fauna of the area 

The cultural history of the lands within or adjacent to GRRSP 

Other topics relevant to our mission 

Support for research related to the ecology, history, health and sustainability of the 
Green River Reservoir watershed. 

Expertise and resources to further protection of areas within and adjacent to 
GRRSP that are of geological, ecological, biological interest or are of a sensitive 
nature. 

Financial support to the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation to bring 
about projects that further the FGRR Vision of GRRSP. 

                     FGRR MISSION & VISION STATEMENT  

https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Green-River-Reservoir-240017272694585/
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Green-River-Reservoir-240017272694585/

