
2015 Season: Notes from the Ranger  
Words by Darren Dever (Park Ranger)  

Green River is such a wonderful place! After a full season at this state park, and my 
first as a ranger, I can say that I now know what a distinct and unique park exists here.  
The amount of people that care for the park is amazing and the scenery is some of the 
best in the state.  This year we had a very good season.  The operating season is long 
and when it starts to wear, all you need to do is take a paddle out onto the water and 
all is fixed.  As we head for the cold and snowy winters that Vermont sees every year, 
we will take a look back at what the state park staff accomplished, and how the sum-
mer went. 

At Green River this year we managed to get many projects done, while you may notice 
some, the behind the scenes projects were just as important.  We managed to put to-
gether the new educational display on the back of the kiosk.  The display provides 
much needed information about the types of wildlife that can be found in the park.  
We added stay mat to the accessible ramp to counteract the rising ramp as a result of 
winter frost heaves. We flipped our composting toilets that needed it; people love 
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‘Tis the Season 
Give a gift that gives on multiple 
levels.  Those who receive FGRR 
hats, bags, guides and shirts not 
only get a great gift, the proceeds 

support the park. 
 

Now available to order online at 
www.FGRRVT.org. 

2015 FGRR Annual M
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Fishing the Res with Kids Words by Eric Nuse and Photos by Eric Nuse and Bob Dosti  

There is no place better than Green River Reservoir to 
introduce kids, both young and old, to fishing. It has all 
the essential ingredients for a great outing: beautiful scen-
ery, clean clear water, inquisitive loons, no zooming pow-
er boats and lots of yellow perch willing to bite. If you 
want to see a proud 5 year old, look into her face when 
you serve up a meal of crispy fresh fish that she helped 
catch! 

Here is my formula for success: 

Preparation is key. All adults over 15 that are going to 
help should get a fishing license. It’s easy to do online and 
takes away the worry about “helping too much” and inad-
vertently breaking the law.  

For equipment, I strongly suggest a long pole with a fixed 
line. The best are the 8-12 ft modern cane poles made of 

t e l e s co p i n g 
fiberglass. But 
a fly rod or 
long and light 
spinning rod 
will also work. 
When fishing 
from a canoe 
you don’t 
need to cast, 
so a fixed line 

4-6 ft long from 
the tip of the 

rod is just right and eliminates most tangles. The long rod 
makes hooking the fish easy.  

For a fixed line, 6-8 lb monofilament is fine. I like a size 6 
long shank hook or a small jig with a small piece of worm 
threaded on the hook. You can also use a small plastic 
grub with a pinch of worm. I like the bit of worm because 
the fish hold on longer and give the kids more time to 
feel the bite and set the hook. If the fish are stealing the 
worm, use less. You can use a small bobber, but usually 
just lowering the bait 3 to 4 feet under water works best. 
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Throw in a pair of needle nose pliers and a cooler with 
ice and you’re set to go. 

The next ingredient is to fish where the fish are. You 
don’t need a fish finder or other fancy gear. Yellow perch 
in the spring or summer hang out in floating weed beds 
and submerged weed beds in relatively shallow water, 4-
12 feet. Lots of the bays on the reservoir have weed beds, 
along with some reefs out in more open water. Paddle 
out to one of these spots, anchor your boat and start 

(Continued on page 6) 

Eric with Asha holding the catch while Olive inspects their perch and 
bass at campsite 31.  

A nice catch of winter yellow perch from the 
north end of the Reservoir. 

Smallmouth bass can be exciting to catch especially with topwater 
lures. Early season or at dawn and dusk later in the season are the 
best times to try for them.                                        Photo Credit: Bob Dosti 
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Green River Reservoir State Park Facility and Operations Update  
November 2015  Words and Photo by Milford Cushman 

According to Darren, Park Ranger 2015, the weather 
during the middle and end of the 2015 operating season 
was beautiful and warm. Consequently, GRRSP experi-
enced 4,824 day visitors and 7,308 camping visitors, an 
increase of 2% more than the 2014 season. While this 
created wonderful experiences for visitors, the natural 
resources of the park were put under unusual stress. The 
ranger staff correspondingly took on the challenges and 
opportunities of the integrated dual roles of management 
and education.  

When the Green River Reservoir became a state park, 
one of the goals was to create a management tool that 
offered a method to control the number of visitors at any 
one time. Ultimately, the size of the parking lots, meaning 
the number of town of Hyde Park permitted parking 
spaces, became this tool. This summer as in past seasons, 
when the parks’ parking spaces were full to capacity, the 
park staff would not allow new visitors to enter until ex-
iting visitors had left an open parking space.  

So, due to the mostly fine weather this past summer, 
there were many more days when the parking lot was 
full. This also meant the waters of the GRR, the day use 
sites, the overnight campsites and the overflow campsites 
were full a greater percentage of the season. This gener-
ated much needed revenue for park operations with 
GRRSP operating with a positive cash flow.  

Red Worm Moldering Campsite Toilets 

During the 2014 season, red worm moldering toilets 
were installed at the group campsite and at the overflow 
campsite. Each of these composting toilets gets recharged 
every spring with red worms that do the job of breaking 
down solid human waste called “humanure” - and solid 
dog waste when placed into the toilet - into earth like 
compost. Each toilet has two sides so the seat can be 
moved to allow the piles of waste to have a chance to 
compost. The Park Ranger reports that while all of the 
moldering toilets perform much better with the addition 

of wood shavings to the pile after each use, some of the 
toilets, most notably at the group sites, will require the 
use of additional wood shavings to keep the piles aerated 
and compostable by the red worms. This season will see 
an increased educational effort by the staff to inform visi-
tors the proper use of the toilets. 

Trail Head Composting Clivus Multrum Toilets 
and Award Winning Privies  

New in the 2013 operating season, were two Clivus Mul-
trum trail head composting units. The Park staff report 
that users this year were instructed on how to add wood 
shavings to add bulk to the composting pile. Visitors ob-
served further landscaping and naturalizing of the areas 
immediately adjacent to the privies. 

Kiosk Interpretive Signage 

The beautiful, colorful and informative Kiosk signage was  
installed this summer! As we have been reporting, former 
summer ranger, and former board member Danielle 
Owczarski, who chaired the FGRR education committee, 
took on the task of proposing and designing educational 
and interpretive displays, signs, and handouts for the in-
formational kiosk. Along with Sally Laughlin and Emma 
Marvin, Danielle has overseen the graphic design and fab-
rication process. The addition of animal footprints and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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2015 Loon Update Words and Photo by Ron Kelley 

Overall, it was a good year for the loons of Green River 
Reservoir State Park, with five surviving chicks produced 
by four nesting pairs of adults.  The unusually low water 
level in May through the first week of June actually de-
layed nesting for the reservoir loons because their tradi-
tional nest sites were 
too high above the wa-
ter for easy access.  The 
Southwest Cove pair 
initially tried to nest on 
a new lower spot in late 
May, but were flooded 
out when water levels 
returned to normal. 

The three territorial 
reservoir loon pairs that 
have produced young in 
the past, all nested in 
their traditional sites in 
mid-June.  The Merganser Inlet pair attempted to nest, 
but for the fourth year, gave up on the spot and have yet 
to lay any eggs.  The Access Bay pair closest to the dam 
produced two chicks that hatched July 13.   

cont. Park Facility and Operations Update  

“fur” samples will complete the display. 

Management of the Zach Woods Pond Area 

The Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation mind-
fully monitored visitor activity at the Zach Woods Pond 
area this season. Camping was only allowed at the desig-
nated sites. The access road has been improved and boul-
ders have been strategically placed to keep vehicles off of 
the campsite areas. 

 

(Continued from page 3) Securing The East Gate 

Up until last fall, there used to be significant vehicular 
traffic that was making end runs around the metal gate 
that crosses the old logging access road to the very south 
east bay of the GRR. Milford and John Medose have been 
monitoring this area for several years now. Several loads 
of large boulders were strategically placed to eliminate 
this illegal vehicular traffic. Since there is a small parking 
lot there, it is expected that visitors on foot would make 
their way to the day use site located in the south east 
bay. Signage and ranger patrols will seek to enforce the 
day use fee regulation.  
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The northern loons were flooded out of their Loon Is-
land nest but re-nested on the floating raft and produced 
one chick that hatched about July 13.  All three imma-
tures survived into the fall.  The Southwest Cove nest 
probably suffered from predation, as no chicks were pro-
duced by that pair, even though they sat on two eggs for 

several weeks. 

The Zack Woods loon pair 
produced two surviving chicks 
and have been one of the 
most consistent producers of 
young over the years.  Of  
loon pairs that have nested in 
the state for more than 13 
years, they have had the sec-
ond highest rate of chick pro-
duction.  Statewide, it was a 
record year for nest attempts, 
with 87 nesting loons produc-

ing 69 chicks that survived the season.  Nest warning 
signs are one of the factors that have contributed to the 
success of loons in Vermont.  Board members Eric Nuse,  
Bob Malbon, and Ron Kelley have been helping with the 
signage at the reservoir and Zack Woods. 



FGRR Annual Lecture: The Audacity of Migration - New Science of Ancient Travel 
Words by Sally Laughlin 

On October 9, 2015, Bryan Pfeiffer, well known Vermont 

naturalist and author, gave a lively and informative talk on 
bird and insect migration, bringing us up to date on the latest 
research techniques - geolocator packs and stable isotopes - 
revealing amazing new information. His talk filled the audito-
rium at Lamoille Union Tech Center in Hyde Park, with the 
120 people in attendance listening intently and then staying 
on to ask questions.  

Informed by research conducted by the Vermont Center for 
Ecostudies, Bryan told about the Blackpoll Warbler, a tiny 
bird recently proven to migrate 1500 miles across the ocean 
for two or three days nonstop. This information was gleaned 
by using tiny geolocator backpacks, which were recovered 
when the birds were caught again in research banding nets.  

 

He also spoke about the Wandering Glider, a dragonfly that 
occurs worldwide (on all continents except Antarctica) and 
flies tremendous distances, while catching aerial plankton. 
And lastly, the Monarch Butterflies who migrate to Mexico 
for the winter, sometimes through succeeding generations, 
relying on milkweed for food, at peril now at both ends of 
their flight.  

Bryan concluded by asking us to imagine the tiny Blackpoll 
Warblers, after 73 hours of flight (equivalent to our driving 
700,000 miles to a gallon), getting to their wintering grounds 
in the tropics and finding that the rainforest is gone, cut to 
create a coffee plantation. This would be like our flying 
home to Burlington and finding our airport gone.  What can 
we do someone questioned. Bryan responded to support 
land conservation; support local, national and international 
conservation groups, and drink only shade grown coffee! 
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Bryan Pfeiffer, photographer and field naturalist, gives the annual educational lecture for over 100 people at the Lamoille Union Tech Center in 
Hyde Park. Every year an educational event is sponsored by the Friends of Green River Reservoir.                                           Photo Credit: Jim Deshler 



cont. Fishing the Res with Kids  

fishing. For an anchor, a cloth or synthetic shopping bag 
with a few rocks in it, and tied to some clothesline works 
fine. Add more rocks if the wind is 
still moving you. 

Food – always bring some snacks and 
water for the little anglers. This is 
supposed to be fun – make sure you 
keep it that way. 

OK, you’re geared up and anchored 
in a likely spot. Time to get fishing. 
Let the baited hook sink down 4-6 
feet between or on the edge of the 
weeds and wait for the rod tip to 
start dancing. When it starts moving 
or pulling harder have the child lift 
the rod tip sharply. You might need 
to help with this a few times so they 
get the feel. Once it is hooked they 
can fight the fish and then swing the 
fish into the boat and your waiting 
hands to be unhooked and put in the 
cooler. This is where the pliers can 
help take the hook out. If the shank 
of the hook is exposed you can lever 
it down outside the mouth and the 
hook should come free. Another 
trick if you don’t like holding a wig-
gling fish is to slide a short stick (like 
a long pencil) into the fish’s mouth, 
hold the line tight against the stick 
and whirl the fish around like whisk-
ing eggs. The hook should come right 
out and the fish will drop into your 
cooler. 

If there are no bites in a few minutes 
– move. Perch are school fish, you don’t have to move 
far, but sometimes you have to poke around for a while 
to find them. 
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When my kids were small we kept nearly all the pan fish 
they caught. There isn’t much meat on a 4-inch perch, but 

they still taste great, and I think it is 
important for kids to eat what they 
catch. Perch lay thousands of eggs 
and overpopulation is more of a 
problem than overfishing. Plus, they 
are very good to eat and don’t have 
the mercury problem that larger 
predator fish have. 

My kids loved to see what the fish 
were eating, so when you dress the 
fish be sure to check the stomach 
contents. You may think this is yucky 
but kids are very curious and it is a 
great teachable moment on how the 
food web works. 

Perch are easy to dress for eating. I 
suggest you go on YouTube and see 
how to do it. (It is also a great place 
to learn fishing knots.) I usually cook 
mine up crisp, but they are great in 
fish chowder and as Poor Man’s 
shrimp. 

When serving the meal make sure to 
let your little fishers tell the story 
about the big ones that got away and 
how they landed dinner. Then enjoy! 

Don’t forget to try ice fishing on the 
Reservoir. It’s easy and fun, plus the 
fish tend to run larger and the bite 
can be fast and furious. 

About the author: 

Eric is a retired game warden and on the board of the Friends 
of Green River Reservoir. He has taught multitudes of folks 
how to fish and hunt in an ethical, respectful manner. He lives 
in Johnson near his five children and three grandchildren. 

Rods rigged up with fixed line 
and hooks 
Extra hooks and line 
A container of worms 
Snacks and water for all 
Cooler with ice for fish 
Needle nose pliers 
Sunscreen and hats 
Anchor with 15 ft of line 
Canoe/paddles/life preservers 
Pocketknife 
Camera or smart phone to 
record the trophies 

WHAT TO BRING 

Heat up an inch of very salty water 
in a pan to near boiling. Add 

dressed, skinned perch and cook 
until the meat is just loose on the 
backbone. Remove fish and put in 
cold salty water. After it is cold, 

take the meat off the bone in 
pieces. Serve on a bed of lettuce 

with cocktail sauce.  

Bon appétit! 

POOR MAN’S SHRIMP 



cont. Notes from the Ranger 

those toilets, and it is important that they stay maintained 
well, season after season.  The deck boards that were 
rotting at the contact station were replaced with quality 
fresh cut wood.  While most projects completed were 
maintenance oriented, they are key in helping keep the 
park nice and welcoming. 

At Green River attendance saw a two percent increase 
from last year.  We saw 7,134 campers this season, as 
well as 4,818 day users.  This season’s switch to a four 
dollar day-use seemed to have minimal effect on the peo-
ple entering the park and making reservations. Maybe it 
was all those nice weekends we had in July and August 
that made up for the rainy June.  It seemed like most eve-
ry weekend was sunny and our parking was practically at 
capacity.  We had many people say it was their first time 
or that they heard from a friend that they should visit.  It 

is always nice to see so many people fall in love after just 
one visit.  It shows just how special the park really is. 

Green River had many wildlife viewings as well. Occa-
sionally, paddlers spotted a moose up on the north part 
of the reservoir. The loons are always visitor’s favorites, 
and two pairs had a few chicks make it out this year.  
We are still seeing the young ones out on the reservoir. 
Luckily no nuisance animals were reported this season. 
It’s always a little startling to hear of a bear on a visitor’s 
campsite, so I am happy they all kept their distance. 

My staff and I had a wonderful year at Green River. We 
were able to interact with customers and make them feel 
welcome. We all got along and had the opportunity to 
make Green River a special place for people to go to.  
We hope that future staff can continue making this state 
park one of the best places in Vermont to visit. 
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This chart compares the number of park visitors during the 2014 and 2015 operational seasons. The comparison between 2014 and 2015 shows 
that overall numbers are consistent between the two seasons. One of the most dramatic changes was seen in out-of-state day users between 2014 
and 2015. Numbers decreased 600 percent from 2014 to 2015. 



Order Online at: www.FGRRVT.org 
Join us on Facebook by typing Friends of Green River Reservoir  

in the search box of your Facebook page.  
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