
Notes From the Ranger: 2014 Operating 

Season  

The 2014 State Park season at Green River Reservoir was fortunate to have nearly 

perfect weather. Only one weekend between Memorial Day and Labor Day saw rain. 

This was the backdrop for a great camping season. There was record attendance and 

numerous memorable experiences ranging from summer camps and birthdays to    

anniversaries and weddings. 

Of course there can’t be summer at Green River without loons. The loon population 

at the reservoir is always a topic of conversation with guests. This year 4 pairs        

attempted to nest, and 3 were successful. Of the 3 successful pairs, 6 loon chicks were 

born, but only 2 grew to maturity. The numbers may look sad at first glance, but the 

population on the reservoir is strong and there were multiple paddlers who in August 

and September saw more than 10 loons together. Loon guru Eric Hanson, and too 
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‘Tis the Season 
Give a gift that gives on multiple 

levels.  Not only do those who   
receive FGRR hats, bags, guides 
and shirts get a great gift, the   

proceeds support the park. 

Many thanks to this year’s 2014 park staff for keeping the reservoir safe and beautiful! 
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Colorful Critters of  the Water  Photos and Words by Ron Kelley 

The painted turtle is the most widespread   

native turtle in North America, ranging from 

coast to coast and from southern Canada to 

northern Mexico.  Fossils show that the ancient   

reptile lived 15 million years ago.  Our eastern 

painted turtle is one of four regional subspecies. 

Subspecies are separated by their shell patterns. 

The painted turtle eats aquatic vegetation, algae, 

earthworms, tadpoles and small aquatic organ-

isms, including insects, crustaceans and fish.  The 

turtles are active during the day and are reliant 

on capturing warmth from their surroundings.  

Sun-baking also helps rid them of parasites such 

as leeches, which don’t like the sun.  They can 

frequently be seen basking on logs in the Zack Woods 

Pond area, particularly in the Perch Pond extension of 

Zack Woods Pond.  The first time I went kayaking there, 

I was 

amazed 

at how 

many I 

saw.   

During 

the win-

ter, they 

hiber-

nate, 

Page 2 

usually in lake-bottom mud.  In spring, females dig a hole 

close to water and lay four to ten eggs.  Baby turtles 

hatch and dig their way out in about ten weeks.  The sex 

of turtles is determined by temperature of the nest.  If 

very warm, all will be females and if very cold, all will be 

males.  The sexual maturation period takes up to 9 years 

for males and 16 years for  females.  They can live as long 

as 55 years.   

Turtles often played a prominent role in the tales of    

native American tribes.  An Abenaki legend has the turtle 

emerging from waters to become the land.  The Great 

Spirit then molded mountains and valleys on the turtle’s 

back. 

Now through May 6, 2015 

Reservations for individual campsites 

can be made through the Vermont State 

Parks Reservation Call Center. No 

group campsite reservations. 

Call 1-888-409-7579                          

Mon – Fri 9am – 4pm 

       

       Starting May 7, 2015 

All reservations done only at the 

park. Reservations for group 

campsites (8 – 12 people at Sites 

#16 and #21) can only be made by 

calling Green River Reservoir State 

Park.                                             

Call 1-802-888-1349 

Group day use and camping       

permits can only be obtained at the 

Park starting May 7, 2015. Only 2 group   

permits are allowed in one calendar day. 

Reserving a Piece of  the Wild  
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My Favorite Thing Words by Shannon Blake 

This was my first season as a the Park Steward for 

Green River Reservoir State Park, but by no means my 

first season working in state parks. At each park I seem 

to find some obscure aspect that becomes my favorite 

thing. For example, at Elmore State 

Park I decided the interior of the wood 

shed was my favorite thing because its 

earthy smell and stillness. In my winters 

as an innkeeper of Seyon Lodge State 

Park, I enjoyed walking to the   com-

post pile in waist-deep snow after a 

long shift in the hot kitchen. When peo-

ple ask what my favorite part of a park is, I hesitate 

knowing that my answers are not the expected or con-

ventional ones.  

So what is my favorite part of Green River Reservoir?  

Tadpoles.  For a good portion of the summer when   

picking up trash at Zack Woods Ponds, I had the delight 

of startling the ungainly, comical tadpoles as I approached 

the water.  They would stir from sunning themselves in 

the shallow water, but would move only a matter of  

inches away from me, as though I could not see them in 

their new hiding spots.  

Like many healthy bodies of water in 

Vermont, the most common tadpoles I 

see are aspiring American Bullfrogs or 

Green Frogs. Both species may spend 

one or two winters as tadpoles before 

transforming into adult frogs. The    

pollywogs that overwinter and         

successfully mature will have to claim 

their own territory. Bullfrogs in particular are very terri-

torial and can live up to 7 years in their chosen habitat. I 

have a feeling the territory around the boat launch won't 

be free anytime soon either. I and several young campers 

have personally spotted a reigning bullfrog that has the 

dimensions of a stack of dinner plates!  Keep an eye and 

an ear out for my amphibian friends next spring. 
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cont. Notes From the Ranger  

many volunteers to mention, were instrumental in making 

the loon nesting process as simple, 

safe and effective as possible. 

As always, the park staff at the       

reservoir served the state with pride 

and dignity. The veteran unit was full 

of familiar faces. Ross, Kevin, John and 

Shannon functioned strong as a whole 

and worked hard to properly manage 

the reservoir. Shannon served as Park Steward in 2014 

and was the newest addition to the team. She made her 

way to Green River by way of Elmore, where she has 

long been the Assistant Ranger. Her experience was   

beyond helpful and her positive attitude was always        

(Continued from page 1) appreciated by guests and staff alike. Shannon was voted 

Green River Reservoir’s 2014 employee of the year. 

The campers and day users who enjoyed the reservoir 

this year were also able to enjoy two 

new moldering  toilets at sites 21 and 

26. Dan Halberg and John Medose of 

the State Parks Maintenance Depart-

ment worked with and supervised a 

crew from the Vermont Youth Con-

servation Corps (VYCC) who con-

structed two new backcountry toilets. 

The hard work by Dan and the VYCC was finished in less 

than a week and was greatly appreciated. Multiple    

campers commented on the new additions. 

(Continued on page 5) 

“Annual attendance at the 

Reservoir has risen steadily in 

the past decade, but the secret 

is both out and well kept.“ 



Words for the Birds Words by Ron Kelley 

Charlie Browne, Director Emer-

itus of the Fairbanks Museum & 

Planetarium, gave a lively and  

informative presentation on bird 

behavior, focusing on birds com-

mon to Green River Reservoir 

State Park.  This was held at the 

Lamoille Union Technical Center 

auditorium on the evening of  

October 24, with over 80 people 

in attendance. Charlie covered 

the basic survival strategies and 

activities of birds, from reproduc-

tion and raising of young to 

preening, molting, flocking and 

migrating. He used numerous 

pictures of birds to illustrate his 

main points and delivered his  

information with a good balance 

of humor and science. 

2014 Loon Update Photos and Words by Ron Kelley  

This summer, there were four territorial nesting pairs of 

loons on Green River Reservoir, making this the first and 

only body of water in the state with four pairs.  

This consisted of (1) the eldest pair that have been 

nesting on loon island in the north for many years, 

(2) the access cove pair that have been nesting on 

the tiny island not far from the dam, (3) the mer-

ganser inlet pair that have been trying to nest on 

the small island that borders the narrow passage-

way between itself and the north end of Big Island 

and (4) a new pair that nested for the first time on 

the larger of the two islands in the southwest cove. 

The merganser inlet pair built a nest for the third 

year in a row, but produced no eggs.  The other 

reservoir pairs, plus the Zack Woods Pond loons, 

each produced two eggs.  The Zack Woods loons 

nested the earliest but only one egg hatched, producing 

one surviving chick.  The access cove loons hatched two 

chicks about June 21, but only one survived.  The north-
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Charlie Browne feeds the birding audience with morsels of bird behavior. 



cont. 2014 Loon Update  

Annual attendance at the Reservoir has risen steadily in 

the past decade, but the secret is both out and well kept. 

Guests still pull into the park weekly and exclaim that 

they have been “looking for this place for years”. Even 

with ever increasing attendance, there are experiences 

and wildlife encounters to be had by all. This year in June, 

a camper watched an adolescent moose swim from   

Blueberry Island to site 7 on the eastern shore. The fitting 

finale to the season came while hiking near Schofield pond 

in October. An entire family of moose was spotted. A 

couple of calves, a cow and a bull. 

 

 

(Continued from page 3) A haiku to remember the occasion:  

Once we were spotted -  

off they trampled through the muck. 

The bull trailed behind. 

 

 

cont. Notes from the Ranger  

ern pair hatched two chicks about July 11, but they both 

disappeared within three days.  The new southwest cove 

loons hatched two chicks about July 15 but only one of 

those survived. 

It is difficult to be certain of the causes of 

chick mortality but with increasing numbers 

of loons, Eric Hanson thinks that intruder 

loons are responsible for the casualties on 

the reservoir.  This can happen either by 

direct confrontation or indirectly when  

parents leave the little chicks alone while 

dealing with an intruder.  Sibling rivalry is 

also a possibility.  Bald eagles are likely   

taking a few chicks in the state each year 

now and other predators such as snapping 

turtles and large fish are also a possible 

threat.   

On July 19 - loon watch day - ten adults and 

two chicks were counted for the reservoir.  

One adult loon from the reservoir died this 

year and lead was found in its body fluids, but has not yet 

been confirmed as the cause of mortality.  Statewide, 

loons had a record nesting year, producing 65 chicks that 

survived into the fall. 

Page 4 2014 Fall Newsletter 



Visit us on the web: www.FGRRVT.org 

Join us on Facebook by typing Friends of Green River Reservoir  

in the search box of your Facebook page.  
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