
A Dedication to Bill Bartlett at the Annual 

Membership Meeting 

On July 25th 2013, on a warm summer evening, over thirty FGRR members, past and 

present board members, affiliates, and friends gathered together at the Butternut 

Mountain Farms facility in Morrisville for the annual membership meeting and to cele-

brate the vital role of FGRR co-founder Bill Bartlett. This summer Bill retired from the 

board, taking on an advisory and supportive role. As a cofounder of the group Bill was 

a driving force and leading light throughout the history of the Friends, and most re-

cently for the major role he played in this most recent triumph – the addition of the 

invaluable Zack Woods property to the Park.  

Reflections of Bill’s character and drive for protecting the environment were shared 

through lively, humorous, and heartfelt stories. Milford Cushman, FGRR Vice-President 

and co-founder, began the homage to Bill by highlighting the early days of FGRR and 

breadth and depth of Bill’s contributions to preserve water quality in Vermont.  

Susan Bartlett, former Lamoille County Senator, Bob Kline, former Director of the 

Vermont Nature Conservancy, and Connie Motyka former VT State Forester and 

Commissioner of the Department of Forest Parks and Recreation (VFPR) provided a 

remarkable narrative on the founding of Green River Reservoir State Park and the for-

mation of the Friends of Green River Reservoir and the part that Bill played in making 

it happen.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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‘Tis the Season 
Give a gift that gives on multiple 

levels.  Not only do those who   
receive FGRR hats, bags, guides 
and shirts get a great gift, the   

proceeds support the park. 

Photo by Bob Malbon 
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Tales of  the Wild  by Eric Nuse 

September 11, 1972 – First day in my new Warden District 

of Hyde Park, Morristown, Elmore and Stowe. Canoe Green 

River Reservoir. Found round gelatinous balls of eggs? on sticks 

about 1-2 feet beneath the surface in the shallows, lots of 

black ducks and blue wing teal. (From Nuse Journal 10/31/71-

11/3/79) 

Thus began my long love affair with 

Green River Reservoir. As the Game 

Warden for Lamoille County I spent 

many days patrolling the waters and 

surrounding land. I found my first win-

tering moose herd north of the reser-

voir in the Upper Diggings, photo-

graphed a hibernating black bear, and 

saw my first nesting loon. I later figured 

out that what I thought was a ball of 

eggs was a colony of single-celled animals, called freshwa-

ter bryozoans, that live in the shallow waters of the res-

ervoir. I also made one of my first fish and game cases 

there. 

Later that September, I got a tip that some outlaws were 

pre-season duck hunting on the north end of the reser-

voir. I had an hour of day light left, so I drove over to 

check it out. As I maneuvered down the rutted two-track 

access to the water, I spotted a car with two guys next to 

an open trunk. Upon spotting me the trunk lid was shut 

in a hurry.  
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As I walked up to them I gave them my standard, “Hello. 

Game Warden. How’s it going?” 

“Not bad.”  

I guessed they weren’t the chatty type, or maybe they 

weren’t thrilled to talk with the new warden in town. I 

noticed that one guy was soaked and 

half covered with duckweed. Lying on 

the ground was a pump action shot 

gun that looked like it had also taken a 

swim. 

“Having any luck?” 

“Oh, we wasn’t hunting, we was just 

rowin’ around shooting at stumps and 

sticks and stuff. I dropped my gun in 

the water.” offered the wet guy. 

“No kidding, trying to retrieve one of those stumps were 

you?” 

They didn’t seem to think that was funny. The preliminar-

ies over, it was time to get down to business. I had no 

doubt these were the guys hunting ducks early and I 

strongly suspected they had some in the trunk. Fortunate-

ly Wardens have broad powers to search game bags and 

creels for game and fish. Most people also believed we 

could search vehicles and camps at will. This wasn’t nec-

(Continued on page 4) 

“I got a tip that some outlaws 

were pre-season duck hunting 

on the north end of the reser-

voir. I had an hour of day light 

left, so I drove over to check it 

out. “ 

Starting                                         

January 1, 2014 - May 7, 2014 

Reservations for individual campsites 

can be made through the Vermont State 

Parks Reservation Call Center. No 

group campsite reservations. 

Call 1-888-409-7579                          

Mon – Fri 9am – 4pm 

      Starting May 8, 2014 

All reservations done only at the 

park. Reservations for group 

campsites (8 – 12 people at Sites 

#16 and #21) can only be made by 

calling Green River Reservoir State 

Park.                                             

Call 1-802-888-1349 

Group day use and camping       

permits can only be obtained at the 

Park starting May 8, 2014. Only 2 group   

permits are allowed in one calendar day. 

New for Green River Reservoir State Park in 2014  
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Forest Mushrooms Text and Photographs by Ron Kelley  

With increasing interest in local foods, one source that 

is often overlooked is wild mushrooms. Because some 

are poisonous, people understandably avoid them. Yet, 

just as with wild berries, one can learn to identify a few 

edibles and avoid the rest. 

There are thousands of different 

mushroom species and many good 

books on identification.  My favor-

ite is Mushrooms of North Ameri-

ca by Orson Miller.  It has excel-

lent keys, descriptions, and color 

pictures.  Characteristics used to 

identify mushroom species include 

presence or absence of (1) an an-

nulus (ring) around the stalk and (2) 

volva, which is a cup-like structure at the base of the 

stalk.  The deadly Amanita mushrooms all have a volva.  

Spore print color is also important.  This can be obtained 

by cutting off the mushroom cap and placing it bottom-

side down on a white paper overnight, covered with a 

container to hold in the moisture.  These spore prints 

can be quite beautiful. 

I recommend that if you are self-identifying for the first 

time that you get the identification confirmed by a knowl-

edgeable person or participate in a local field identifica-

tion workshop.  After a positive 

identification, it is also advisable to 

eat just a few of the mushrooms 

the first time, just in case there is a 

toxic reaction.   

Two of my favorite forest mush-

rooms commonly found around 

the reservoir are the honey mush-

room (Armillaria spp.) and the 

golden chanterelle (Cantharellus 

cibarius).   

These are both fairly easy to identify. 

Armillaria fruits only in the fall, producing clusters of hon-

ey-brown mushrooms at the base of dead stumps or 

trees or on soil above buried wood.  It has a white spore 
(Continued on page 5) 
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cont. Dedication to Bill Bartlett  

Susan Bulmer, Northeast Regional Manager at VFPR, Phil 

Fitzpatrick, founding member of FGRR, Candy Page, for-

mer Senior Reporter at the Burlington Free Press, and 

Dave Hallquist, former FGRR board member all offered 

perspectives on working with Bill and sentiment around 

Bill’s commitment and steadfastness to protecting the 

waters of Vermont. 

Milford Cushman read a note on behalf of Kate Wanner, 

Project Manager of the Trust for Public Land, thanking Bill 

for his contributions in conserving Zack Woods Pond and 

his overall conservation efforts. On behalf of the FGRR 

board and all those present, Milford presented Bill with a 

signed map of Green River Reservoir and Teri Gregory, 

current FGRR board member, read a note on Bill’s behalf 

thanking the group for the recognition and evening for 

which he was honored and humbled.  

The reflections culminated in a motion to recognize Bill’s 

commitment and dedication to stewarding Green River 

Reservoir and his years of service as a founder and mem-

ber of the Board of the Friends of Green River Reservoir. 

The motion was presented by Sally, moved by Briggs Lar-

kin, seconded by Ingrid Nuse and unanimously approved 

by all present. 

FGRR members nominated Bill Bartlett as an Honorary Board 

member, non-voting but to be included in all board meetings 

and board correspondence in recognition of his long service 

and  great expertise.   

Honey mushroom (Armillaria spp.) 



2013 Operating Season: Notes from the Ranger by Travis Quetel 

The 2013 Green River Reservoir operating season was a 

year of transition. With two new ambitious Rangers at 

the helm, the park changed 

course for some things. 

Randy LaGue started the 

season as the new Assistant, 

and Travis Quetel took over 

as the head Ranger in mid-

June. The rest of the crew 

was rounded out by Ross 

Bryant, Alexis Drane, Kevin 

Gallagher, and John 

McDonough. The remote 

nature of Green River pro-

vided the mostly new park 

staff with a unique set of 

challenges. These challenges 

were approached head on 

with a strong work ethic and an attention to detail, which 

the new Rangers had attained from their previous experi-

ence at Waterbury Center and Smugglers’ Notch State 

Parks.  

cont. Tales of  the Wild  

essarily true, but it sure helped us to find out what was 

going on. 

“I’d like to take a look in your trunk and see your hunting 

licenses.” I have to admit I stated this more like an order 

than a question and I got the response I was looking for. 

“OK, you got the right to look.” He popped the trunk 

and sure enough there was a freshly killed black duck.  

I looked at the wet guy – “Did you shoot it?”  

“Yup.” 

“You know the season doesn’t open for another three 

weeks?” 

“Yup.” 

Two weeks later he paid his fine and I gave him his shot-

gun back. Interestingly, I never had any problems with him 

for my next sixteen years in the field, and early duck 

hunting stopped on the reservoir. I guess the word got 

out that that new Warden spent a lot of time in that neck 

of the woods and you never knew when or where he 

would appear.  

Which was fine with me. 

Eric is on the Board of FGRR 

and the subject of several 

books in the “Vermont Wild-

Tales of Vermont Fish and 

Game Wardens” series by  

Megan Price. 
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 The highlight of the season was undoubtedly the acquisi-

tion of the Zack Woods Management Area. The acquisi-

tion was years in the making, and was commemorated by 

a ceremony on June 22, 2013 

at the day use area between 

Zack Woods and Perch 

Pond. The Friends of Green 

River (including previous 

Friends of Zack Woods), 

Vermont’s Trust for Public 

Land and the State of Ver-

mont were represented at 

the event and plaques were 

distributed to key players 

who worked long and hard 

on the acquisition. Zack 

Woods is made up of 393 

acres, contains 11 different 

bodies of water and offers 

very diverse recreational opportunities. As a welcome 

addition to the already 5,110 acres of Green River Reser-

(Continued on page 6) 

Eric and Albert Nadue at the     

reservoir in 1972. 

2013 Green River Reservoir Staff 



cont. Forest Mushrooms  

Reservoir ice-out occurred April 24 this year and loons 

returned soon after that.  But it was not a good year for 

reproduction.  Loons failed to nest during their normal 

nesting period from late May to early June due to very 

high water levels and frequent rainfall.  Instead of relocat-

ing their nests to higher ground, 

they waited till water levels re-

ceded to normal levels and nest-

ed later than usual.   

The two older nesting pairs both 

nested around June 19 in the 

same locations as in 2012.  A new pair, referred to as the 

Merganser Inlet pair, nested on June 21 but the nest was 

low to the water and was abandoned a few weeks later 

probably due to frequent rainfall. The northern loon pair 

nested longer but also failed to produce any chicks.  The 

southern Access Cove pair nest was fortunately higher 

above the water than the other two.  That pair hatched 

two chicks on June 17.  But two days later, only one 

chick remained.  That chick survived into October.  The 

loon pair on Zack Woods Pond was more successful, 

producing two surviving chicks. 

Eleven adult loons were tallied 

on the reservoir during the 

annual loon count in late July. 

While paddling in September, I 

observed an adult loon strug-

gling with the largest fish I have 

ever seen one try to eat.  I’ve seen them with fairly large 

perch before but this turned out to be a brown bullhead, 

as seen in the accompanying photo.  This is a fish that 

neither I nor the other board members knew occurred 

in the reservoir!   

2014 Loon Update Text and Photographs by Ron Kelley  

print and a ring but no volva.  It can live on dead wood 

but also be a parasite, attacking living trees, particularly if 

they are stressed.  It has become a big problem for many 

Christmas tree growers that have continually planted new 

trees near stumps of cut trees. The fungus colonizes the 

old stumps and roots for prolonged periods and then in-

vades the roots of the young trees.  Armillaria is also 

known as the world’s largest living organism.  Based on 

DNA techniques first developed at UVM in the late 

1970s, scientists have been able to map out large areas 

occupied by a single Armillaria clone.  The largest to date 

is on a 2,385 acre forest parcel in Oregon. 

Golden chanterelles are choice edibles that typically fruit 

on the forest floor in mid to late summer.  I commonly 

find them scattered under hardwoods mixed with coni-

fers.  They are golden yellow, have narrow blunt gills that 

extend down the stalk and a pale yellow spore print.  The 

only poisonous mushroom that is similar in appearance is 

the Jack-O-Lantern.  It has a white spore print and grows 

on wood.  It is usually found in clusters at the base of 
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Golden chanterelles 

are best sautéed with 

butter and a pinch of 

the salt. The mellow 

apricot-like flavor of 

these mushrooms 

stands alone. 

hardwood stumps, particularly oak, or on the ground 

over buried roots. Happy hunting! 

The honey     

mushroom is meaty 

and best prepared 

with other      

ingredients. There 

is a traditional 

pierogi made in 

Ukraine with these 

mushrooms. 



FGRR Matches Contributions for Loon Protection  

voir, Zack Woods now begins the next phase with guar-

anteed protection, while ensuring recreational enjoyment 

by future generations. 

Green River’s Park Steward, Alexis Drane, attended the  

memorable annual membership meeting of FGRR on be-

half of the park staff. She had a wonderful experience, and 

the meeting gave many people a chance to catch up and 

enjoy good food and company. More importantly, the 

meeting was an event of appreciation for Bill Bartlett, co-

founder of the Friends. He was showered with affection 

and gratitude for all of his tremendous efforts that helped 

shape both GRRSP and FGRR into the amazing entities 

they have both become. The Park will always be very 

grateful for his contributions and continuing efforts. 

Green River has been evolving since its inception as a 

state park. This year there were no large-scale capital 

projects as in years past, but instead park staff completed 

many small-scaled projects. They worked hard to in-

crease their presence at Zack Woods, and cleaned the 

day use areas and campsites multiple times weekly. In the 

early season, the crew removed 6 truckloads of trash 

from old dumping and squatting sites at Zack Woods. As 

the summer attendance picked up at GRRSP and the 

weather finally turned around, one of the more im-

portant items accomplished was to ensure proper com-

posting at the moldering toilets. Buckets to store wood 

shavings were installed at every toilet platform. Now, 

campers are able to personally feed the compost with 

shavings after every use. The buckets were an immediate 

success as there was a noticeable decrease in odor, and 

staff did not need to spend as much time attending to the 

toilets during site cleaning.  

(Continued on page 7) 

cont. Notes from the Ranger  

The use of floating nest-warning signs giving loons a quiet 

spot for nesting on our busy lakes and ponds is a major 

reason we can now hear loon calls throughout Vermont. 

These signs have made a huge difference in the recovery 

of the loon population from less than 10 nesting pairs in 

the 1980s to over 70 nesting pairs today.  To ensure the 

long-term conservation of Vermont’s 

Common Loons, the Vermont Center 

for Ecostudies (VCE) and Vermont Loon 

Recovery Project (VLRP) need your help 

in maintaining and replacing old and dam-

aged nest-warning signs. 

The Friends of Green River Reservoir 

are teaming up with VLRP and VCE by 

offering to match any donations made by 

FGRR members. When you donate, you 

will be able to list your name and contribution. Add FGRR 

to the comment section. FGRR will then tally up the total 

of our member contributions and match the final tally. 

Your donations will go directly to Green River Reservoir. 

How to help: 

Using an online fundraising site called “Crowdrise,” you 

can make a contribution toward new signs for your fa-

vorite lake or pond.  The average total cost per sign – 

including materials and construction –  is $80.  The new 

signs will have larger lettering and will be easier to read 

from a distance.  It will be great if lakes with 

many residents can exceed the goal for their 

lake to help replace signs on lakes with few 

or no cottages on them.    

1)  To underwrite signs for your lake, go to: 

http://www.crowdrise.com/

VCEGreenRiverReservoir 

2) Hit the donate button 

3) Make a donation - thank you. 

For more information about Vermont loons 

and VCE/VLRP, contact Eric Hanson, VCE Loon Biologist 

and VLRP Director, at 802-586-8064, ehan-

son@vtecostudies.org or www.vtecostudies.org/loons. 
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cont. Notes from the Ranger  

At other times during the season accomplishments were 

dodged catastrophes. In mid-July, a series of strong winds 

rolled through the park. A tree came down on the park 

boat and missed the motor by inches, causing no harm. 

Two more trees came down in the same storm and 

somehow managed to land on one of the Clivus toilet 

buildings without doing any damage. Maintenance techni-

cian, Jim Zeno was at the park in no time with hired Ver-

mont Arborists. Within three hours the park almost 

looked like nothing had happened. During another storm, 

a large old maple tree came down at the primary tent 

location on Site 4. 

Fortunately, the 

campers had decid-

ed not to come in 

that night due to the 

inclement weather. 

On a lighter note, 

loons are always a 

topic of conversa-

tion, and it was an-

other successful 

loon year for Eric 

Hanson and the 

Loon Recovery Pro-

ject. Even with the 

early season rain 

and high water, 

there were two 

nesting loon pairs 

and two other pairs that made late nesting attempts. Alt-

hough it was not as successful as in the past, one chick 

hatched and survived at the reservoir and two more 

hatched on Zack Wood’s Pond. All three chicks were 

spotted throughout the season. The weather definitely 

played a factor in the low number of chicks that hatched 

this year, but having nearly four nesting pairs on the res-

ervoir is reason for optimism. 

Loons were just one of the many different kinds of wild-

life seen on the reservoir this summer. Throughout the 
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summer wildlife was aplenty. This year there were multi-

ple moose sightings in Heron Bay and a bear sighting at 

the beaver lodge near Site 15. Apparently, the bear was 

hungry, because he was seen tearing the lodge apart and 

tossing pieces of wood left and right in a frenzy. Outside 

of those exciting wildlife sightings, park visitors and staff 

saw bald eagles, otter, beaver, heron, deer, ducks, and 

the various fish that call the Reservoir home.  

Another year passed with phenomenal attendance, and 

there was the just right mix of weather so that the park 

was never overly crowded. For the second consecutive 

summer, there were 

more than 10,000 visi-

tors either camping or 

using the park for the 

day. Even with the 

very rainy June, at-

tendance increased 

almost 10% from 

2012; mostly day visi-

tors. The park staff 

worked hard to en-

sure that all visitors 

had an enjoyable ex-

perience and in doing 

so, we all had an 

amazing time our-

selves. 

With the increasing 

popularity of the park, operations and management staff 

are discussing altering the reservation process for Green 

River. This winter, individuals will be able to make camp-

ing reservations through the Parks Central Call Center 

by calling 888-409-7579.  All reservations will be trans-

ferred to the park during the beginning of May 2014.   

On behalf of all of the park staff, thank you to all visitors 

and the wildlife that made the 2013 park season at 

Green River Reservoir a memorable one.  See you next 

year! 

GRRSP Attendance 2012 2013 Percent + / - 

Day Use In-State 3,156 4,731   

Day Use Out-of-State 336 297   

Day Use Total 3,492 5,028   

Camping In-State 6,214 5,929   

Camping Out-of-State 1,210 1,027   

Camping Total 7,424 6,956   

Park Total 10,916 11,984 9.80% 



Visit us on the web: www.FGRRVT.org 

Join us on Facebook by typing Friends of Green River Reservoir  

in the search box of your Facebook page.  
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